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"I found the meeting very valuable
in our work and feel good about
some of the connections made
with others in attendance."

- Jason Rainy, South Yuba River
Citizen's League, CA

"It was an excellent meeting and
was great to meet many of the
other CRN members in person and
hear about their work. I gained a
lot from the meeting and had a lot
of fun as well."

- Heather Schoonover, Institute for
Agricultural and Trade Policy, MN

Over 500 Scientists Urge EPA to Dump the
Yazoo Pumps

On Dec. 10, 541 scientists sent a letter to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Administrator Stephen Johnson and U.S. Department of the Interior Secretary Dirk
Kempthorne urging them "to use all the authorities at your disposal to...stop the
Yazoo Pumps project.” The letter states that "Wetland losses at this scale would
have catastrophic implications for the ecology of the region and for the fish and
wildlife resources."

The Yazoo Pumps project would damage up to an astonishing 200,000 acres of
wetlands (according to EPA) by using massive hydraulic pumps to transfer 6 million
gallons of water per minute from the Mississippi Delta into the Yazoo River. The
project would cost at least $211 million federal tax dollars to construct, and another
$1 million annually to operate.

The corps released its final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) for the project
on Tuesday Nov. 13, and is taking public comment until January 22. Under the
Clean Water Act, the EPA has the authority, and the obligation, to veto this project
due to its devastating impacts on wetlands.

Thousands of citizens have already weighed into EPA, and the Corps Reform
Network will be hosting a call in early January to strategize on next steps.

Please contact us (sorvalisg@nwf.org) if you'd like to participate on the upcoming
strategy call.

For more information, please visit American River's Yazoo Advocacy website. Here
you will find fact sheets, the corps EIS, the scientist letter, editorials, an independent
economic analysis, and other materials.

CRN 2007 Annual Meeting Makes Headlines in
New Orleans

From Dec. 2 - 4, 50 CRN members and local activists joined with community
leaders, engineers, and corps staff to move the corps reform agenda forward at the
CRN's 2007 Annual Meeting. The 3-day event in New Orleans featured clean water
skills trainings, tours of both pristine bottomland habitat and Katrina-impacted
neighborhoods, and presentations on the corps role in global warming, protecting
New Orleans and prioritizing the best projects for the Gulf Coast.

WWLTV Channel 4 News was present as the meeting kicked off, and aired a news
segment that evening. The Times-Picayune ran news stories about our event,

and reported on a new CRN Action Assistance Fund-supported report titled Failure
to Hold Water - Economics of the New Lock Project for the Industrial Canal, New
Orleans." ABC News Channel 4 also ran a story on the report.

According to CRN Coordinator George Sorvalis, "Many of our members local to
New Orleans, like the Holy Cross Neighborhood Association, invited us to hold our
Annual Meeting in their city. If the CRN helped in their fight to steer the corps away
from special-interest projects, like widening the Industrial Canal, towards projects
that address the real needs of community members, then the meeting was a
success."

Full meeting proceedings will be available shortly. Please visit



www.corpsreform.org for links to the media coverage mentioned above.

Lieberman-Warner Global Warming Bill Clears
Key Senate Committee

The "Climate Security Act of 2007" (S.2191), a global warming bill introduced by
Senators Joseph Lieberman (I-CT) and John Warner (R-VA), passed out of the
Senate Environment and Public Committee on December 7, making way for a full
Senate vote as early as 2008. The bill would provide significant funding to the corps
for large-scale freshwater aquatic and estuarine ecosystems restoration. Recent
estimates place the funding at approximately $900 million per year.

The bill would set an absolute CO2 limit that would decline over time for large
emitters and would require them to buy 'CO2 allowances' under a ‘cap and trade'
system. Thus the bill would guarantee 2% per year CO2 pollution reductions while
generating a great deal of revenue for public benefits.

The bill dedicates 18% of this revenue, or an estimated $9.3 billion/year, towards
wildlife adaptation measures. The corps would receive 10% of this amount for large-
scale aquatic ecosystem restoration. The balance would go towards other public
benefits such as energy assistance for low income consumers and funding to
protect fish, wildlife, wetlands and other resources from climate change impacts.

If the corps were to receive $900 million/year for restoration, this could have a
significant impact on our corps reform agenda. As the CRN develops its new
strategic plan, we will be soliciting member input on whether the CRN should help
ensure that lawmakers retain strong restoration funding for the corps in climate-
change legislation.

®  Analysis of Wildlife and Natural Resource Provision in the Climate
Security Act, NWF

Update on Controversial St. Johns/New Madrid
Floodway Project

Senator Bond (R-MO) is trying to circumvent a Sept. 14, 2007 U.S. District Court
decision that ordered the corps to halt construction of the St. Johns Bayou/New
Madrid Floodway project. While the judge deemed the project in violation of several
environmental laws, Senator Bond has managed to insert a 'rider' in the Senate
Energy and Water Appropriations bill (which was part of larger 'omnibus' bill) that
waives some of the legal and economic requirements designed to protect our
environment from such harmful projects.

The project would wall-off a quarter-mile gap in the Mississippi River levee system
to prevent the Mississippi River from reaching its floodplain. While allowing a
limited number of farmers to intensify cotton and soybean production, this closure
would also destroy 75,000 acres of rare backwater habitat and wetlands critical to
Mississippi's fisheries, wildlife and water quality. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
found the project "would cause substantial, irretrievable losses of nationally
significant fish and wildlife resources, and greatly diminish rare and unique habitats
in southeast Missouri."

Senator Bond's rider declares the project economically justified, despite the fact that
the project would produce only pennies on the dollar. The rider also makes federal
taxpayers pay the full $100 million construction cost and $1 million annual operating
cost, in perpetuity.

Legislative Text of Sen. Bond's Rider

Fact Sheet on Sen. Bond's Rider

Letter from Environmental Groups Opposing Bond Rider, July 16, 2007
U.S. District Court Judge Robertson's Decision, Sept. 14, 2007

TIME Story on New Madrid, "Reining in the Corps of Engineers," Sept. 20,
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Welcome New CRN Members

Several organizations have joined the Corps Reform Network since we made our
last new-member announcement in September 2007. These organizations are: Blue
Planet Projects (Georgia), Friends of Blackwater Canyon (Virginia), The Green
School (Tennessee), Satilla Riverkeeper (Georgia), Mid South Fly Fishers
(Tennessee) and Ouachita River Foundation (Louisiana). This brings CRN
Membership up to 161 organizations with 13 new members joining in 2007. Click
here to see the CRN's full membership list.
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